TO                            Po Hsing-chien
mean?" the old woman asked and when Yahsien pointed to
Yuanho, she said, "You should have driven him away instead of
bringing him in here."
Yahsien, however, looked at her steadily and said: "Not so! He
is the son of a good family. He came to us in a splendid carriage
carrying with him quantities of gold. When in a short time he had
squandered everything, we plotted against him and abandoned him
to his fate. It was hardly human. We are responsible for ruining
his career and bringing upon him the contempt of his own kind.
It was because of us that his father suppressed his natural feelings
for him and abandoned him after almost beating him to death.
Every one knows that it was because of me that he has come to
this pass. He has influential connections at court. Should they one
day learn all the circumstances, disaster will be upon us. Moreover,
such conduct as ours is against the laws both of heaven and of
men and will not be countenanced by the gods. Let us not bring
further retribution upon ourselves.
"Now I have been your daughter for twenty years. During this
time I must have made for you more than a thousand pieces of
gold,5 which is ample to provide for your remaining years. How-
ever, to buy my freedom I shall give you another sum of money,
enough to cover what I might have cost you in food and clothing.
I shall then find another place to live with this young man. We
shall live not far away, so that we can call to pay our respects to
you morning and evening."
From the way the girl spoke the old woman realized that she
could not be shaken in her determination and agreed, therefore,
to her proposal. After paying for her freedom, Yahsien still had a
hundred pieces of gold left. She rented a house a few doors north.
Here she had her lover bathed and put on him a new suit of
clothes. First she fed him with soups to condition his stomach and
then sour cream to purify his intestines. It was not until some days
later that she began to set before him all the delicacies of land and
sea. She also provided him with hats, shoes, and stockings of the
* Not to be taken literally.